
Reading Group Packet 

 

 

 

Name: ________________________  



Directions for Completing Reading Packet 

Read the chapters listed at the top of the page.  You can either complete the 

work as you read or after you have read. 

Section 1: Vocabulary   

Below each word are the letters MD/DD.  This stands for “My Definition” and 

“Dictionary Definition.” The words that I have chosen can be solved through 

using context clues.  When you find the word, you should: 

1. Read the sentence before it and the sentence after it. 

2. Take out the unknown word in your head and fill in the blank when one 

that would make sense. 

3. Write the word or phrase that you replace the old word first on the line. 

4. Draw a / after that and then look up the actual word in a dictionary and 

write a shortened version of the definition in your own words.  If the 

dictionary definition does not make sense, ask an adult or older sibling to 

help. 

Section 2: Comprehension Strategy 

Each comprehension strategy will be a little different.  Closely follow the 

directions in order to complete this section. 

Section 3: Comprehension Questions 

FIND the answers to the questions in the book.  After you write the answer, 

make sure to write the page number where you found it. 

 

 

 



A current picture of Alcatraz Island with the city of San Francisco in the background 

 

Background on Alcatraz Island: 

Alcatraz Island is a small island in the San Francisco 

bay. The island was discovered by the Spanish (Juan 

de Ayala) in 1775 and covers less than 19 acres. The 

name comes from the Spanish word "Alcatraces", 

meaning "Pelicans". With the California gold rush, the 

island was home to a lighthouse that was built in 1853. 

After that, the US army wanted the island for protection 

of the San Francisco bay. Later on, from 1907 to 1934, 

Alcatraz was a location for a military prison until the US 

Department of Justice took it over in 1934. From 1934 to 

March of 1963, it was a federal prison, housing some of the most infamous criminals, such as 

Al Capone.  The prison closed for good in 1963 and has since been abandoned. In 1969, a 

group of American Indians tried to claim the island, but were unsuccessful. Since then, 

Alcatraz became a landmark and part of the United States system of National Parks.  

 
Information found http://www.sky-chaser.com/alcatraz.htm  

 

How much things cost in 1935 How much things cost in 2010 

Average wages per year $1,600.00 Average wages per year $46,000.00 

Average Cost of new house $3,450.00 Average Cost of new house $232,880.00 

Average New Car Price $625.00 Average New Car Price $28,000.00 

Cost of a gallon of Gas $0.10 Cost of a gallon of Gas $2.73 

US Postage Stamp $0.03 US Postage Stamp $0.44 

Dozen Eggs $0.18 Dozen Eggs $1.37 

Loaf of Bread $0.08 Loaf of Bread $2.49 

 
Information found http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1935.html  

   http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/2010.html 

 

Point of View: 

This story, “Al Capone Does My Shirts” takes place in the year 1935, just six years after the 

crash of the stock market starting “The Great Depression.”   It is told from the perspective of a 

12 year old boy named Moose who has to move to Alcatraz Island for his father to find 

employment in the tough economy.  The chapters of the book are written in a journal 

format. 

http://www.sky-chaser.com/alcatraz.htm
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1935.html
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/2010.html


Chapter 1: Devil’s Island 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

convict (pg. 3) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Five Senses 

Give examples + page # from the book where the author uses the 5 senses to describe. 

Sight Smell Touch Hearing Taste 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How many kids live on the island? ______________________________________________________ 

2. Why do the kids live there? _____________________________________________________________ 

3. How is Alcatraz different from other prisons? _____________________________________________ 

4. Describe the Esther P. Marinoff School. __________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why do they keep all of the weapons and boat keys in the guard towers? _______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What trick can Natalie do with her buttons? _____________________________________________ 

7. What is the narrator’s real name? _______________________________________________________ 

8. How did he get the nickname of Moose? _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. How tall is the narrator? ________________________________________________________________ 

10. Who is the narrator’s best friend? ______________________________________________________ 
 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

How does Moose feel about living on the island? How can you tell? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 2: Errand Boy 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

errand (pg. 12) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Character Chart 

Moose Flanagan Natalie Flanagan Theresa Mattaman 

Age: Age: Age: 

Looks Like: 

 

 

 

Looks Like: 

 

 

 

Looks Like: 

 

 

 

Acts Likes: 

 

 

 

Acts Likes: 

 

 

 

Acts Likes: 

 

 

 

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Why is Moose’s dad always gone? _____________________________________________________ 

2. Why does Moose’s mom need to leave? ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What happened on the train? __________________________________________________________ 

4. Who is the card and casserole from in the kitchen? ______________________________________ 

5. Why doesn’t Moose want to meet new kids when Natalie is around? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. How does the girl know all about Natalie? ______________________________________________ 

7. Why did Natalie stay ten years old? _____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why did Teresa come over? ____________________________________________________________ 

9. What does Moose do before they leave? _______________________________________________ 
 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

Is Moose’s family rich or poor?  How can you tell? __________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 3: Trick Monkey 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

morgue (pg. 13) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

warden (pg. 19) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Character Chart and Visualizing 

Piper Williams Draw a picture of a something that happened in this chapter.  

Looks Like: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Acts Likes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Where is Theresa taking Moose and Natalie first? ________________________________________ 

2. What did Al Capone finally get sent to jail for? __________________________________________  

3. Where did Theresa tell the guard they were headed? ___________________________________ 

4. Who is Piper’s dad? ____________________________________________________________________ 

5. How does Moose prove to Piper that Natalie is not stupid? _______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is Natalie really good at? _________________________________________________________ 

7. How many electricians applied for the job that Moose’s dad got? _______________________ 

8. Why is Moose nervous for the warden to meet Natalie? __________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. How does Moose’s mom react whenever she comes home and they are gone? __________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 4: American Laugh-Nosed Beet 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

cockamamie (pg. 24) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

obedient (pg. 28) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Cause and Effect  

Cause Effect 

  

  

  

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What does Moose ask Natalie every morning? __________________________________________ 

2. What happened the one time that he didn’t ask? _______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What does Natalie like to eat for breakfast? _____________________________________________ 

4. Why is Moose coming with them to drop Natalie off at her school? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What did the “cockamamie psychiatrist” think was Natalie’s problem? ___________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What does Natalie love catching Moose do? ___________________________________________ 

7. What does Natalie like about books? ___________________________________________________ 

8. How does Moose get Natalie to come off the boat? ____________________________________ 
 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

Esther P. Marinoff School is a boarding school, meaning that the students live there instead of 

returning to home each night. Do you think Natalie knows this?  ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 5: Murderers Darn My Socks 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

asylum (pg. 29) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

louse (pg. 32) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

darn (pg. 34) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Letter Writing  

Write a letter explaining why Esther P. Marinoff is a good place for Natalie to go. 
 

Dear Moose,  

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

          Love, Dad 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What did Mrs. McCraw think they should do with Natalie? _______________________________ 

2. How did Moose’s mother react to her suggestion? ______________________________________  

3. Who wants to see Moose at 1700? ______________________________________________________ 

4. Why won’t Moose go into Natalie’s room to get his glove? _______________________________  

5. What does Moose see in Natalie’s room that makes him worry? __________________________ 

6. What are Moose and his dad doing as they talk? ________________________________________ 

7. Who does the laundry and sewing on the island? ________________________________________ 
 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

The book leaves out the part where they dropped off Natalie at the school, but drops hints 

that it was pretty messy. Why do you think the family feels so guilty about leaving Natalie 

there? ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 6: Sucker 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

mansion (pg. 35) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

limelight (pg. 39) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Rules of Alcatraz Island 

The warden tells Moose the rules of Alcatraz on pages 38-40.  List them here. 

Rule 1: Rule 2: Rule 3: Rule 4: Rule 5: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Describe Piper’s house. ________________________________________________________________ 

2. How can you tell that Moose is nervous? ________________________________________________ 

3. How does the warden react when Piper shows up? _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why is Moose getting the convicted-felon treatment? ___________________________________  

5. What do many convicts at Alcatraz have on their track record? _________________________  

6. What are the two main reasons that women and children live on the island? _____________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. What is not to be sent out with the laundry? _____________________________________________  

8. What special favor does the warden ask of Moose? _____________________________________ 
 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

Piper acts differently in this chapter than she did previously in the book. How did she act and 

what do you think caused her to change? _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 7: Big for Seventh Grade 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

oral (pg. 43) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

scoffing (pg. 46) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Text Connections 

Make text connections to the events of this chapter. 

Text-to-Self Connection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Text-to-Text Connection 

 
 

 

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Why does Moose think it would be easier to be Natalie? _________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Why does Moose think it will be hard to make friends? ___________________________________  

3. What question does the teacher ask Moose that makes the whole class laugh? ___________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What are they doing that day in English class? __________________________________________  

5. Why is Moose so interested in Scout McIlvey? ___________________________________________  

6. How does Moose find out about the baseball game after school? _______________________  

7. What does Piper talk about in her speech? ______________________________________________  

8. Why does Moose change his speech after hearing Piper’s? ______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

9. What is Piper’s project? ________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Where does Moose accidentally go at the end of the chapter? ________________________ 



Chapter 8: Prison Guy Plays Ball 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

acquaintance (pg. 48) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

antsy (pg. 50) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

Draw and describe in words a picture of a something that happened in this chapter.  Make sure to 

include the page number where it happened and specific details described in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What nickname has Moose earned already on his first day? _____________________________  

2. Who are the captains during the baseball game? _______________________________________  

3. Which team does Moose get picked to be on? _________________________________________  

4. In which position does Moose start the game? __________________________________________  

5. Which field position does Moose take? __________________________________________________  

6. What happens during the baseball game that makes Moose optimistic about his new 

home and school? _______________________________________________________________________  
 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

Why do you think Moose make so many jokes about the prison? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 9: Nice Little Church Boy 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

earnest (pg. 54) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

remedial (pg. 57) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Character Chart + Summary 

Jimmy Mattaman Annie Summary – Beg, Mid, End 

Age: Age:  

Looks Like: 

 

 

 

Looks Like: 

 

 

 

Acts Likes: 

 

 

 

Acts Likes: 

 

 

 

  

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What does the note tell Moose to do? __________________________________________________  

2. Why didn’t Theresa tell Moose about her brother? _______________________________________  

3. What does Moose run to get as soon as he finds out about Theresa’s brother? ____________  

4. What does Jimmy like to do for fun? ____________________________________________________  

5. Why does Theresa’s mom need to keep her feet up? ____________________________________ 

6. Who turns out to be the best person to throw a baseball with? ___________________________ 

7. What happens if a con hits a ball over the fence? _______________________________________ 

8. What warning does Annie give Moose about Piper? _____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Why does Piper need Moose to help with her laundry plan? ______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 10: Not Ready 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

enrolled (pg. 61) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

trial (pg. 61) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

Draw and describe in words a picture of a something that happened in this chapter.  Make sure to 

include the page number where it happened and specific details described in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Who answers the phone in their apartment building? ____________________________________  

2. Why doesn’t Moose get his mom or dad to answer the phone? __________________________  

3. Who is on the phone? __________________________________________________________________  

4. What message does he want Moose to deliver to his parents? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. How long has Natalie been at Esther P. Marinoff School? ________________________________  

6. Why doesn’t Moose tell his mom the news? _____________________________________________ 

7. Who does he give the news to first? _____________________________________________________  
 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

Why did Moose decide to tell his father the news first instead of his mother? ________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 11: The Best in the Country 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

cluttered (pg. 68) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

shrill (pg. 69) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Cause and Effect  

Cause Effect 

  

  

  

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How does Moose’s mother react to the news? __________________________________________  

2. Why can’t his dad go with her? _________________________________________________________  

3. Is this the first school they’ve tried to get Natalie into? ___________________________________  

4. How did mom react after UCLA told them to donate Natalie’s brain to science? __________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Why does Moose’s mom want Natalie in this school? ____________________________________  

6. What specifically did Natalie do that is causing her to be kicked out of the school? _______ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How would things be different if Natalie was a boy? _____________________________________  

8. What name do they give to Moose’s mom to help Natalie? ______________________________ 

9. What will happen in May? ______________________________________________________________ 
 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

How can you tell that Moose’s mother really cares about Natalie? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 12: What about the Electric Chair? 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

appeal (pg. 74) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

solitary (pg. 77) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Characterization 

Piper is an expert at manipulating people to do what she want them to do.  List some of the 

different things that she does in this chapter to sell her laundry idea to her classmates. 

Example: On page 74, Piper tries to convince Moose to take part in the plan by telling him 

that everyone else is doing it, so it must not really be against the rules. 

 

 

 

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Why is Piper apologizing to Moose? _____________________________________________________  

2. How does Piper finally convince Moose to take part in her plan? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. How much will it cost to get your clothes cleaned by criminals? __________________________  

4. What does Piper say to get the attention of a bunch of kids? ____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Who does Piper need to convince in order for everyone else to go for it? _________________  

6. How does Piper take orders in class without the teacher knowing about it? _______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Where does everyone go as soon as class is out? ________________________________________  

8. What piece of clothing does Piper turn down? __________________________________________ 

9. How did the eighth grade students get their clothes turned in? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Chapter 13: One-Woman Commando Unit 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

trousers (pg. 81) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

obsessions (pg. 81) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Summary – Beginning, Middle, End  

Beginning Middle End 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What does Moose catch Piper doing the next morning? _________________________________  

2. What does Carrie Kelly want Moose’s family to do? ______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Why is Moose’s mother going to start teaching piano lessons? ___________________________ 

4. Why does Moose need to come home straight after school? ____________________________  

5. How is Alcatraz safer than any neighborhood in San Francisco? __________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

6. What two specific concerns does Moose have of Natalie following him around? __________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

7. Why can’t Moose watch Natalie after school on Mondays? ______________________________  

8. On which day does Moose’s mom have no scheduled lessons? __________________________  

9. What does Mrs. Kelly say is good for Natalie? ____________________________________________ 

10. What does his mom want him to ask Scout? ____________________________________________ 

11. Who is the “One Woman Commando Unit?” ___________________________________________ 



Chapters 14-15: Al Capone’s Baseball and Looking for Scarface 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

redirecting (pg. 91) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

gravelly (pg. 95) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

Draw and describe in words a picture of a something that happened in this chapter.  Make sure to 

include the page number where it happened and specific details described in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What is the only thing that Moose cares about? _________________________________________  

2. What turns out being harder than Moose thought? ______________________________________  

3. Why can’t Scout play this Tuesday? _____________________________________________________ 

4. What does Moose promise he’ll show Scout? ____________________________________________  

5. Where and when is Moose meeting Annie? _____________________________________________  

6. Why can’t Natalie wear her bathing suit? _______________________________________________  

7. How does Moose finally convince Natalie to get into her blue dress? _____________________  

8. Why aren’t Theresa and Jimmy at the meeting place? __________________________________  

9. What excuse does Moose give for not going with Piper and Annie? ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What number does Al Capone have on the back of his shirt? ___________________________   



Chapters 16-18: Capone Washed Your Shirts, Baseball on Tuesday, and Not on My Team 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

bulk (pg. 101) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

stewing (pg. 104) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Cause and Effect  

Cause Effect 

  

  

  

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Why did Moose inspect his shirt? ________________________________________________________  

2. What did Piper tell Mr. Trixle was the reason for bringing laundry to school? _______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Why did Moose finally decide to help Piper with the bags? ______________________________ 

4. How did Scout change the baseball day? ______________________________________________  

5. Why are the laundry customers upset? __________________________________________________ 

6. Who stands up for Piper when Del argues with her? ______________________________________  

7. Why doesn’t Moose mention that Scout changed the baseball day? _____________________  

8. What call does Moose’s mom get from the Beckers? ____________________________________  

9. What two reasons does Moose’s mom give for not getting a babysitter for Nat? __________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What does Scout talk to Moose about before school? __________________________________ 

11. What were Scout and Piper talking about? ____________________________________________ 

12. When does Moose finally tell Scout about not coming? _________________________________ 

13. What reason does Piper give for not wanting to watch Moose’s sister? __________________ 

14. How does Scout react to the news? ___________________________________________________ 

15. What does Moose do as soon as hid mom leaves? _____________________________________ 



Chapter 19: Daddy’s Little Miss 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

divvying (pg. 107) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

culpability (pg. 113) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Comprehension Strategy: Five Senses 

Give examples + page # from the book where the author uses the 5 senses to describe. 

Sight Smell Touch Hearing Taste 

 

 

 

 

    

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How does Theresa convince Moose to come to the dock for the divvying up of the 

money? _________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Piper need Natalie to help her with? _________________________________________  

3. How much money does each person get? ______________________________________________ 

4. What are some things that you can do for that much money? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why does Theresa come even though he didn’t call her name? _________________________ 

6. How did the warden find out about the laundry scheme? _______________________________ 

7. What does the letter threaten to do if there is a next time? _______________________________ 

8. How did Annie respond when the warden asked for an explanation? ____________________ 

9. How did the warden find out that there was money involved? ___________________________ 

10. What will happen to their fathers if anything like this happens again? ____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Why is the warden disappointed in Moose? ____________________________________________ 

12. What two things is the warden going to do after their meeting? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. What does Moose think is going to happen to Piper? ___________________________________ 



Chapter 20: Warning 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

elaborate (pg. 117) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

spectacle (pg. 118) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Summary – Beginning, Middle, End  

Beginning Middle End 

 

 

 

  

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Why does Moose feel bad for Jimmy and Annie, but is not worried himself? _______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why did they go back to the dock? ____________________________________________________  

3. What does Moose do that makes Natalie freeze? _______________________________________ 

4. How did everyone respond to Natalie’s reaction? _______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How does Moose’s mom react to the situation? _________________________________________ 

6. How do they finally get Natalie home? _________________________________________________ 

7. Who gave Moose’s dad the message from the warden? ________________________________ 

8. What does Moose’s dad specifically ask him after he throws the stone? __________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What does Moose think will happen if his dad loses his job? ______________________________ 

10. Is that realistic? Why or why not? ______________________________________________________ 

11. What is Moose’s punishment? _________________________________________________________ 

 “Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

On page 121 Moose says, “At home this never would have happened.  At home I wasn’t 

responsible for everyone else in the world.” What do you think he says this? _________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 21: It Never Rains on Monday 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

schemes (pg. 112) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

smug (pg. 128) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

Draw and describe in words a picture of a something that happened in this chapter.  Make sure to 

include the page number where it happened and specific details described in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Why does it annoy Moose that the weather is nice on Mondays? _________________________ 

2. Why does Moose give up on his friend Pete? ____________________________________________ 

3. Where is Piper and why is she there? ___________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why wouldn’t the boys play baseball with Moose during lunch? __________________________ 

5. Who was the only one that didn’t get in trouble? Why? __________________________________ 

6. What is Moose doing to keep him from going nuts? ______________________________________ 

7. How is Natalie changing? ______________________________________________________________ 

8. What does Moose think of Mrs. Kelly? ___________________________________________________ 

9. What did Moose’s dad say when Piper came back? ____________________________________ 

10. Why do they all need to be on the boat on Sunday? ___________________________________ 

11. How does Piper know about this? ______________________________________________________ 

12. What does Theresa announce that she is going to do? _________________________________ 

13. Who does Piper want on the boat? ____________________________________________________ 



Chapter 22: Al Capone’s Mama 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

possessive (pg. 130) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

prying (pg. 132) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Cause and Effect  

Cause Effect 

  

  

  

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How is Piper dressed? __________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did Theresa sneak aboard the ship? ______________________________________________ 

3. Where did Piper sit? ____________________________________________________________________ 

4. How did Piper finally get Mrs. Capone’s attention? ______________________________________ 

5. What is Mrs. Capone looking at? _______________________________________________________ 

6. How does Mrs. Capone react to Rocky’s crying? ________________________________________ 

7. What does Mrs. Capone do with Rocky? ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why doesn’t Mrs. Capone respond to Officer Johnson? __________________________________ 

9. What does Piper cry when the metal detector goes off? _________________________________ 

10. Why does Officer Johnson want Jimmy to get his mom? ________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What can you infer by Mrs. Mattaman’s appearance when she arrives? _________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. How does Mrs. Capone look different when she leaves the storeroom? Why does she look 

this way? ________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. Why did Mrs. Capone leave without seeing her son? ___________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 23: She’s Not Cute 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

erode (pg. 139) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

Draw and describe in words a picture of a something that happened in this chapter.  Make sure to 

include the page number where it happened and specific details described in the book. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What happens that makes Moose and Scout friends again? _____________________________ 

2. What does Scout want to trade his extra baseball glove for? _____________________________ 

3. When do Scout and Piper talk? _________________________________________________________ 

4. Why does Moose glare at Scout? _______________________________________________________ 

5. Who do Moose and Scout talk about that makes Scout uncomfortable? _________________ 

6. What does Moose think about all through history and math class? ________________________ 

7. Why does Natalie say 9868? ____________________________________________________________ 

8. How did Natalie make a joke? _________________________________________________________ 

9. What are Natalie and Moose looking for? ______________________________________________ 

10. Where is Natalie while Moose is in the bushes? _________________________________________ 

11. What does Moose notice at the fence? _______________________________________________ 

12. Where is Moose going to go at the end of the chapter? ________________________________ 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

Moose doesn’t want Piper to find a ball for Scout, but he doesn’t know why.  Why do YOU 

think he doesn’t? ________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapters 24: Like a Regular Sister, My Gap, Convict Baseball 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

diligent (pg. 145) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

denim (pg. 147) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Five Senses 

Give examples + page # from the book where the author uses the 5 senses to describe. 

Sight Smell Touch Hearing Taste 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Why is Moose so nervous? ______________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Moose think he sees that makes him go under the fence? ____________________ 

3. What did Moose’s mom say that finally makes him decide to go under the fence? ________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. What did he find? _____________________________________________________________________ 

5. Where is Natalie whenever Moose returns? ______________________________________________ 

6. What does Natalie say when she sees him? _____________________________________________ 

7. When does Moose play baseball? ______________________________________________________ 

8. Where did Annie get her convict baseball? _____________________________________________ 

9. Why do you think all of the birds on the island know Natalie? _____________________________ 

10. What does Moose find when he returns after ripping his shirt? ___________________________ 

11. Who does Moose find Natalie with? ___________________________________________________ 

12. How does Natalie look? _______________________________________________________________ 

13. What does the man have for Moose? _________________________________________________ 

14. How does Natalie react when the man leaves? ________________________________________ 

15. What does Moose notice on the back of the man’s shirt? _______________________________ 

16. Why is this significant? _________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 27: Idiot 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

balks (pg. 150) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

intently (pg. 151) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

mute (pg. 152) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Cause and Effect  

Cause Effect 

  

  

  

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How long was Moose gone? ___________________________________________________________ 

2. What does Moose picture that makes him feel sick? _____________________________________ 

3. Why did Moose think the con brought the ball? _________________________________________ 

4. How can you tell that this wasn’t the first time Natalie had met 105? ______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why is Piper curious about what is going on? ____________________________________________ 

6. What does Piper see in Natalie’s hand? _________________________________________________ 

7. Why won’t Moose touch it? ____________________________________________________________ 

8. How does Natalie respond when Piper asks her where she got it? ________________________ 

9. Why is Piper so surprised that Moose found one? ________________________________________ 

10. How does Piper think Moose got the ball? ______________________________________________  

11. Does Piper really KNOW how Moose got the ball? ______________________________________ 

12. Why is she so excited about this? ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 28: Tall for Her Age 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

deficiencies (pg. 154) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

recommendation (pg. 155) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

sulking (pg. 158) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Cause and Effect  

What has changed in Natalie’s life recently that may be the reason for her improvement? 

 

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How is Moose rationalizing the incident? ________________________________________________ 

2. What proof does Moose’s mom have that the school is “world famous?” _________________ 

3. What question does Moose ask himself after reading the article? _________________________ 

4. How can you tell that Moose’s mom is excited about the article? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Why isn’t Moose telling his mom about the incident with 105? ____________________________ 

6. Why doesn’t Moose think Natalie will get into the school? ________________________________ 

7. What does Moose tell his parents at first? ________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. How can Moose’s mom tell that Natalie is getting better? ________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. How does Moose’s mom react to him wanting to change Natalie’s routine? ______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. When are the Ester P. Marinoff entrance Interviews? ____________________________________ 

11.  Does Moose tell his parents what happened? _________________________________________ 



Chapter 29: Convict Choir Boy 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

wheedles (pg. 160) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

jeopardize (pg. 162) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Fact and Opinion  

Fact Opinion 

 

 

 

 

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What does Annie tell Moose to do at the beginning of the chapter? Why? _______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What did Piper do with the baseball from 105? __________________________________________ 

3. Why do you think Piper stops talking to Scout? __________________________________________ 

4. How does Scout think Piper and Moose feel about each other? __________________________ 

5. Why does Piper need Moose’s help? ___________________________________________________ 

6. What is Piper’s plan to talk to 105? ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

7. How does Piper know that Natalie cares about 105? ____________________________________ 

8. Why does Piper need Natalie? _________________________________________________________ 

9. What has Piper found out about 105 so far? _____________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

10. What question has Moose’s whole family been avoiding? ______________________________ 

11. What does Piper say that makes Moose angry enough to grab her neck? _______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Why is Piper so interested in finding connections to criminals? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 30: Eye 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

critical (pg. 166) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

forlorn (pg. 169) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

Draw and describe in words a picture of a something that happened in this chapter.  Make sure to 

include the page number where it happened and specific details described in the book. 

 

 

 

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Why can’t Moose tell his mom about 105? ______________________________________________ 

2. How does Moose manage to keep Natalie inside all day? _______________________________ 

3. Why do you think he is keeping Natalie inside? __________________________________________ 

4. What do both Moose’s mom and dad know without him telling them? ___________________  

5. Why does Moose want to go with his dad to help with a project? ________________________ 

6. How many times was Natalie alone with the convict? ___________________________________ 

7. Why do you think Moose’s mom took the buttons? ______________________________________ 

8. What is Moose going to do to try to keep Natalie inside? _________________________________ 

9. What two things does Natalie want? ____________________________________________________ 

10. What causes Natalie to start her fit? ___________________________________________________ 

11. Who else hears what is going on? _____________________________________________________ 

12. What makes it so that Moose isn’t angry anymore? _____________________________________ 

13. What did Moose do to calm Natalie down? ____________________________________________ 

14. Where did he get this idea? ___________________________________________________________ 

15. What does Natalie say that finally convinces Moose to let her go outside? ______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapters 31-32: My Dad and the Button Box 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

mantel (pg. 172) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

riveted (pg. 173) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Summary – Beginning, Middle, End  

Beginning Middle End 

 

 

 

  

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What does Natalie do on the swing? Why? ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. How do you think Moose’s dad knows what happened? ________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. Why do you think Moose’s dad gives him a drink? _______________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Why does Moose’s dad always do what Mom tells him to? _______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. What question does Moose ask his dad while they’re cleaning up? _______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What is the dad’s response? ____________________________________________________________ 

7. What does Moose’s mom have with her when she comes home? ________________________ 

8. Why doesn’t Moose’s mom think he needs her? _________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Why does Moose decide to go to Natalie’s room? ______________________________________ 

10. What does Moose whisper to Natalie? _________________________________________________  



Chapter 33: The Sun and the Moon 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

earnest (pg. 181) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

vulnerable (pg. 183) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

Draw and describe in words a picture of a something that happened in this chapter.  Make sure to 

include the page number where it happened and specific details described in the book. 

 

 

 

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How can you tell that Moose’s mother is nervous about the Natalie’s interview? __________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What is happening the day before Natalie’s interview? __________________________________ 

3. What did they decide to do? __________________________________________________________ 

4. What does Moose’s mom say that surprises him? ________________________________________ 

5. What is Natalie’s new obsession? _______________________________________________________ 

6. Who is knocking on the door? __________________________________________________________ 

7. Why did she want to come over? _______________________________________________________ 

8. How can Moose tell that Natalie is ready to have one of her fits? _________________________ 

9. Where does he take her? ______________________________________________________________ 

10. Who starts following them outside? ____________________________________________________ 

11. Where does Natalie decide she wants to go? __________________________________________ 

12. What happens when Moose grabs her hand? __________________________________________ 

13. Who is Natalie going to see? __________________________________________________________ 

14. What does he say to her when he sees her? ___________________________________________ 

15. Why is Natalie behavior at the end of the chapter a good thing? _______________________ 



Chapter 34: Happy Birthday 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

cataloging (pg. 186) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

reputation (pg. 187) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Using Graphic Organizers 
 

 

Natalie’s Birthday Presents 

 
 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. What is Piper doing that Moose has never seen her do? _________________________________ 

2. How did Moose’s mom decorate the apartment? _______________________________________ 

3. Why is Moose surprised that his mom invited Piper? ______________________________________ 

4. What number is on Natalie’s cake? _____________________________________________________ 

5. When is the party? _____________________________________________________________________ 

6. How does Moose act once he is home? ________________________________________________ 

7. What does Moose’s dad call Piper? ____________________________________________________ 

8. What does she have to say about that? ________________________________________________ 

9. Who does Natalie want at her party? ___________________________________________________ 

10. Who else comes to the party? _________________________________________________________ 

11. Why doesn’t Natalie open her presents? _______________________________________________ 

12. What do Moose’s parents ask him to do after they open the presents? __________________ 

13. What does Annie say to Moose that makes him uncomfortable? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

14. What question does Piper ask Moose when he drops her off? What is the answer? _______ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Math Workbook 

Piper 

Book about Birds 
with a big index 

Mom 



Chapters 35-36: The Truth and Waiting 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

radiant (pg. 192) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

seething (pg. 196) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Making Inferences 

What the text says… What I think it means 

“She has her make up on, but her eyes look 

puffy, fer face swollen – pg. 195  

 

“My mom takes a deep breath... My father 

takes her hand.” – pg. 197 

 

“...he informs the floor.” – pg. 198  

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How did Natalie do during her interview? _______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Why won’t Natalie have a chance at sixteen? __________________________________________ 

3. Why doesn’t Moose’s dad want to have this argument now? ____________________________ 

4. Why does Moose think they need to do it now? _________________________________________ 

5. What does Moose’s dad say that makes his mom even more upset? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What does Natalie say that make Moose’s dad so proud? _______________________________ 

7. Who watches Natalie while Moose and his mom talk? What do they talk about? __________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

8. Why does Moose’s mom want to walk with him? ________________________________________ 

9. What does his mom do that she NEVER does? ___________________________________________ 

10. Did Moose’s mom tell Mr. Purdy Natalie’s age? _________________________________________ 

11. What did Moose’s mom make for dinner? ______________________________________________ 

12. Why did Mrs. Caconi knock on the door? ______________________________________________ 

13. Where did Moose’s mom and dad go? ________________________________________________ 

14. What did Moose’s dad say when they came back? ____________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 37: Carrie Kelly 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

bias (pg. 200) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

preferential (pg. 203) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Compare and Contrast 

Moose’s Life Natalie’s Life 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. Why does Moose now hate the Ester P. Marinoff School? ________________________________ 

2. What is the only thing that Moose’s mom has done that has actually helped Natalie? _____ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. How much does it cost to make a phone call? __________________________________________ 

4. Why is Moose calling Mrs. Kelly? ________________________________________________________ 

5. How does Mrs. Kelly feel about Natalie and the Ester P. Marinoff School? _________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

6. What question was hard for Moose ask Mrs. Kelly? _______________________________________ 

7. What did Mrs. Kelly tell Moose that made him tear up? __________________________________ 

8. Where does Moose go after breakfast? _________________________________________________ 

9. Who gets the warden for Moose? ______________________________________________________ 

10. What does Moose ask the warden to do? ______________________________________________ 

11. What other idea does he ask the warden about? ______________________________________ 

12. Why did Al Capone get sent to Alcatraz Island from Atlanta? ___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

13. What does Moose do that almost gets his family in trouble? _____________________________ 

14. What is the warden’s answer? _________________________________________________________ 



Chapter 38: What Happened? 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

stale (pg. 205) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

censored (pg. 207) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Cause and Effect  

Cause Effect 

  

  

  

 

“Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How is Moose’s mom reacting to the news? _____________________________________________ 

2. What promise does Moose’s dad make to him? _________________________________________ 

3. Why does Natalie think that mom is upset? ______________________________________________ 

4. What does Moose tell Piper he is going to do? __________________________________________ 

5. How does Al Capone’s mail work? ______________________________________________________ 

6. How does Piper know it won’t work? ____________________________________________________ 

7. What did Piper ask Capone? ___________________________________________________________ 

8. What really happened to Piper while she was gone for two months? _____________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9. What did Piper have to say about Annie? _______________________________________________ 

10. Why does Moose think Capone can do it? _____________________________________________ 

11. Why does Moose mention Capone’s mom in the letter? ________________________________ 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

What question does Piper ask Moose before he leaves? Why do you think she asks it? _______ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



Chapters 39-40: The Warden and Al Capone Does My Shirts 

Vocabulary Using Context Clues: 

spontaneous (pg. 213) 

MD/DD - _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sentence - ______________________________________________________________________________  

Comprehension Strategy: Visualizing 

Draw and describe in words a picture of a something that happened in this chapter.  Make sure to 

include the page number where it happened and specific details described in the book. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 “Right There” Comprehension: 

1. How are thing getting better in Moose’s house? _________________________________________ 

2. Why is Moose having a hard time saying goodbye on the last day of school? ____________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What is different when Moose comes home? ____________________________________________ 

4. Who tells Moose the big news? _________________________________________________________ 

5. What is the big news? __________________________________________________________________ 

6. How does Moose react to the big news? ________________________________________________ 

7. How is the school changing? ___________________________________________________________ 

8. Why do you think the warden is there? __________________________________________________ 

9. What does he say to Piper? ____________________________________________________________ 

10. What question does Moose’s dad ask him at the end of the chapter? ___________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

11. What happens to Moose the next morning as he is getting dress? _______________________ 

“Deep Thinking” Comprehension:  

Who do YOU think the note is from?  What do you think it means? __________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



“Al Capone Does My Shirts” Project Choices 

Pick ONE choice 

 

 Choice 1:  

Research more about Al Capone or another of the famous criminals 

mentioned in the novel who spent time at Alcatraz.  Draw a timeline to 

show the criminal’s life, using drawings and descriptions to show important 

events. 

 

 Choice 2:  

Construct a diorama (three-dimensional scene which includes models of 

people, buildings, plants, and animals) of one of the main events of the 

book. Include a written description of the scene.  

 

 Choice 3: 

What is autism?  Use the internet or reference books to learn more about 

autism, and create a poster to help educate your fellow classmates 

about this disorder.  Be ready to explain which signs of Autism Natalie 

displays.  Also how has the treatment of autism changed since the 1930’s? 

 

 


